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NumMesB. CXLI. 


The Prompter. 





‘Tis Nothing ; I can bear 
That paltry Scriblers have the publick Ear. 
They damn themfelves ; nor will 1 eer defcend 


To clap with fuch,— 


Their Smiles and Cenfures, are to me the fame, 
I care not what they praife, or what they blame. 
In full Affemblies, let the Croud prevail, 


I weigh no Merit by the common Scale. 


Dryp. Pers. 





FRIDAY, MARCH 12. 1736. 


— 





Continuation of the Subject in our laft. 


ACT Ill. SCENE IIL. 


42 N this Scene, in which the 
& Poet interided, as he fays in 
the firft Act, a Contraft be- 
tween the modern Refflli 
? and Gorgomii, and their diffe- 
rent Manners of Addre/s, 
Tafte, and Sentiment; thefe 
PSN, } judjetous and good-natured 
Drei NS% Criticks were pleafed to ap- 
ply every Seutiment, Manner of Drefs, or Tafte, ex- 
prefs’d, Characteriftical of the perfonated Speaker, 
to their original Characters in the Play; and accord- 
ingly were very angry with Frawk for faying, Let me 
perifh if ever I faw fo fine a Creature! Lord, fays 
one of my noify Neighbours in the Pitt, Did you ever 
bear a Footinan talk fo? Frank goes on, I would 
have my Senf2 like myfelf, well drefs-d. 

Ou incolerable! Quite out of Character—f1-(-f-f 

Tuus did thefe wife Cenfors proceed, to the Dif- 

race of the Critick’s Name, and moft compleat 
Difplay of their own. Ignorance! Even Ferry’s 
Modefty was as impudently attacked, and he was not 
fufferd to declare in the Name of his Fraternity, 

Fer. We don't brag— 
without a fevere Reprimand. But when he took 
the Liberty to pufh the Cenfure a little further, and 
to defcend to Particulars, they grew quite clamorous. 

I can’? forbear giving the whole Speech here, 
and remarking on the Particular exclaimed againft. 

er. A Beau drefs froma Principle of Humility! 
O Laud! O Laud! The Solitaire owes its Birth to 
Humility, as well as the nice Toupée, and full- 
skirted Flap ; Thefe Wings here, that almoft fweep 
the Ground [pointing to the Straps of the other’s 
Shoes.] and are like a Solitaire to the Feet, are the 
humbie Produce of the Beau’s modeit Opinion of 
himfelf. ba! ha! ha! 

IREFER to the leaft Obferver of Fafhions, if 
any Image can convey that particular Cut of the 
Straps, of late fo much honour’d by Wearers of Di- 
ftinétion, with fo much Strength as this. 

IF ‘tis objected, that Drefs is too low for Cenfure, 
why is it vow applauded in allour old Plays? If too 
trite, why fuffer’d in the Max of Tafte, and not in 
the Double Deceit? Is the Mam of Tafte’s great 
Ozken Stick of greater Importance, than the Straps 
of the Shoes? or more raifed inits Nature? Yet, 
THAT which wés very improperly brought in, (for no 
Man drefs’d4p — loaths, as he makes his firft 
Appearance in, 1s Carrier of fuch an Implement in 





common Life) occafion’d repeated Outcries of Ap- 
probation ; while a Ceniure pafs’d ona very ridiculous 
Piece of Foppery of as modern Invention, was 
marked by thele evtrageous Judges, tothe Audience, 


asa higheft Abfurdity, only beca:fe the Gentleman 
that pointed it, happen’d to have Enemies he had 
never difobliged, who were determined to fhew him, 
how much He WAs in their Power. 

Towarps the Clofe of this Scene, the Poet 
found another favourable Opportunity for a little 
Feu de Theatre, which in an old Play wou’d have 
been as much applauded, as it was condemned here. 

Take the two Speeches, and confidering the 
Speakers, in their difguifed and real Characters, for 
both are coucerned here, judge, not what did, but - 
what could offend ? 

Y. Court. Did you call Sir? 

Fer. Call, Sir, yes; but you are always fo full of 
your own Affairs, that you neglect thofe of your 
Mafter ; how often have I told youof this ? Ladies, 
take Care of your Maids; my Rogue there has a 
Hawk's Eye upon a pretty Wench. | Court. holds up 
his Hand] Hey! whatdoes he mean ? Come nearer,. 
Sirrah—Sir, 1 perceive youre angry at fomething, 
but [ don’r know at what. | 

THERE is aScene in the Spamif/b Friar, between 
Gomez and the Colonel, where the Feu de Theatre 
has fome Similitude with this, which never fails of 
making the Houfe fhake with Applaufe. 

Mr. Drydex is dead; the Author of the Double 
Deceit, alive. 

Bur togive a ftronger Proof—This moft barm- 
lefs, and inoffenfive Account where the Mafquerade 
Tickets were, (Fer. They lie on the Table in your 
Clofet.) was mott inhbumanly received, as well as the 
Servant’s bringing a Letter to the old Knight. Such 
groundlefs Centures ought to take away all Uneafinefs, 
where the Malice of the Cenfurers is fo evident. 
There happen’d another little Feu de Theatre at the 
Clofe of this Act. 

Sir Wm. Hold, hold, the Guardian goes before his 
Charce. 

W HICH gave very great Difguft, tho’ the fame 
jocular Exit, between Doz Cholerick and Clodio, in 
the Fop’s Fortune; and betveen the Mock Docfor and 
Leander, never fail creating the loudeft Laugh of 
Approbation. 

id Now come to the two laft Acts; and here I 
muft obferve, that it is the general Practice of thefe 
Firft-Night-Men, to referve the Main of the Oppo- 
fition, till the Play is more than half over, that the 
unprejudiced may believe they cenfure from delibe- 
rate Attention. ‘They take Care however, never to 
let the Play be quite /#i//, for Fear it fhould be too 
late afterwards to begin a Noife; and conftantly 
fend the Actors off, at each Act, with a Mark of 
Diffatisfaction; that Fear being impre/s'd on them, 
they may confound themfelves, and act the Play to 
Difadvantage, when they come on again. 

AT the End of the fecond Scene, where the Jea- 
lous Lover is made to expecta full Proof of all that 
is advanced againit his Miftrefs, and is fufficiently 

toriyred 















tortured by cat Thought, he happeri’d totell thefe 
Gentlemen, at going off; - 

Bell. Vil but ftep to my Apartment, and return 
in an Inftant, and endeavour to forget myfelf on the 
Couch, till I awake to Revenge. 

The moft inoffenfive Spcech fure, that ever vex'd 
Lover utter’d, yet it would not do. 

Nec tetua plurima Pantheu ___ 

Lakhantem Pietas, nec Apollinis ers texit. 

I obferve, fince the reading of the Play, the 
Widow, judicioufly yielding to the Torrent, forbore 
to tell the Audience her real Intentions, and by that 
Means efcaped. 


é 


Kisstnc in a Comedy,. where the Paffions are 
not previoufly ftirred, to make the kiffing appear too 
ardent and real, has feldom been thought indecent. 
The Chaftiry of thefe Reformers of Manners thought 
itfelf offended, by any Attempt, of that kind, and the 
very Offer made in the Beginning of the next Scene, 
fhew’d what they were to expect, when they came 
to the End. 

I must tranfcribe the Speeches. 

Gayl. Be this a Sample of the-rich Diet. 

V.C. I know no Wax. that will keep a more lafting 
Impreffion than this. Nay; Child, if you won't 
bind the Bargain, I’m off. 

. Har. fo ers her Hand| won't this do ? 

r.C. Impudent Slut! How the affects the fine 
Lady !—A Hand only !—-Gad, tis a pretty one, foft 
and warm. 

So in a Play the yielding Heroine gives 

Her Hand, the Lover on his Kuees receives ; 

There, with fierce Hopes, the blifsful Contract feals, 

And future Pleafures inftantaneous feels. 

Not fo the Chamber-maid the Livery Vows 

Receives ; but thus, and thus, and thus— 

[Takes her ix his Arms and kiffes. 

Bu Tf ’twas not the grofs Indecency alone, but 
the monftrous Impropriety of kneeling to a Woman, 
he had juft before called Impudent S/ut ! and whom 
he thought a Chamber-maid, that made them fcratch 
their Ears, and unfortunately difcover the Indexes * 
of their Judgments. 

I was particularly pleafed in one Part of this 
Scene, to find what a itrong Party of Friends the 
Chamber-maids had among thefe Cenfors ! 

Y. C. How! refufe a hundred Guineas! fee the 
Effects of a Country Education! Why, Child, there 
is not one fingle Chamber-maid in all this populous 
City, that would refufe a hundred Shillings. 

t {uppofe they thought this a Satire levelled againft 
their own Bed-makers, and were therefore obliged in 

‘ Gratitude and Honour to difcourage. 

Wuar grieved me the moft, was the ill Succefs 
of my facetious Friend Mr. Hippefley: ‘They were 
fo barbarous, as not to allow the leaft Latitude to 
his Humour. However, he did venture upon a 
Kifs, and carry’d + in {pite of Oppofition, Noile, 
and ‘Tumult. 

I must obferve here, that, like skilful Comba- 
tants, they varied their Method of Attack now, and 

. turned it upon every Incident, that occafion’d a 
Difcavery conducive gradually to the Denouement of 
the whole. Thus the young Ladies Difcovery to 
the old Gentleman, that they knew the young ones, 
and that of the Ladies to him, made by the Gover- 
mante, with the whimfical Perplexities both of Sir 
William and Mrs. Plyable, till the Affair was fully 
cleared up, (not one of which Difcoveries was either 
forced, improbable, or unnatural , but of true Comick 
Humour and Propriety) were treated as the higheft 
Burlefque. ‘This Method of receiving a Thing ina 
ridiculous Manner, in order to make it appear ridi- 
culous to others, is izfallible in the acting of a Play; 
but in the reading of the fame Play, leaves only a 
Wonder in the Reader, how it could appear ridicu- 

yous in the acting. How eafy isit, when an Aco, 





* Bavius would read Indices. 


comes on /aughing, to out-laugh him! People natu- 
rally forget the Scene reprefented on the Stage, to 
attend to, and fhare in that performed between ‘Orie 
Part of the Audience, and the Actor himéelf. 

Finpinc this Method more effectual, and more 
proper, as the Play drewto an End, they continued 
it throughout the laft Act. ‘To quote the remainin 
Paffages cenfured, and accompany them with the 
proper Remarks, as I have done in the Courfe of 
this, and my preceding Paper, would take 1p ar 
leaft another. What I have already fhewn of the 
Iniuftice of their Cenfure, will be fufficient to con- 
vince my Readers they carried the fame Spirit to the 
End. fhall therefore confine myfelf to two 
Speeches, one in the fourth Act, which 1 omitted : 
and one inthe fifth, which (I fhall {carce be believed 
when I fay it) were received with a Horfe-Laugh, 

Har. Sir, to talk to you of Virtue, is to talk to 
you of a thing, I shay you have no Knowledge 
of, afd very little Regard for. I fhall therefore wave 
it, and only tell you, that being born of humble Pa- 
rents, and having never liv’d better, Servitude, fuch 
as oursis, is natural to us, and we have no Inclina- 
tions to change. Let thofe, who have liv’d wel] 
and are reduc’d by Misfortunes, liften to fuch Pro- 
pofals, and fly Servitude and menial Drudgery, at 
the Expence of Reputation. The good-natur’d 
Part of the World will pity em, the rigid condemn 
"em. 

Sir Wm. A very clear-fighted Son this! Per. 
ceive! why you may very well perceive it ; for there 
is nothing more plain. What odd Notionscf Ho: 
nour the young Fellows of this Age have! Whar a 
Mixture of Pride and Knavery! Here’s a fine Gen- 
tleman for you! He won't difgrace his Family, by 
marrying a modeft young Girl, becaufe fhe’s beneath 
him, tho’ fhe has all the Merit her Sex can pretend 
to: But this very fame fine Gentleman thinks it no 
Difgrace to himfelf, no Shame to violate thofe Prin- 
ciples of Honour, which alone conftitute the fine 
Gentleman, by corrupting that Chaftity he ought to 
protect, wherever he meets it—I’m not forry the 
Rogue has fo much regard for his Family tho’. 

[ Afide. 

Persons, that are capable of hiffing fuch moral 

entiments, are without Principles themtelves, or 
lay th<m atlide from a worfe. 

Tue Play ending with the Punifhment of the 
Servants, on their Difcovery of their having mar- 
ried each other, was an Incident very happy for them 
to burlefque, tho’ according to {trict poetical Juftice. 

Hav tn G thus gone thro’ the Play, which now 
can be read without Noife, and be judged impar- 
tially by the Town, I fhall wait the Execution of 
the Critical Threats promifed by the laft Grubh—— 
during which Conteft with me, i don’t queftion but 
to make him appear as abfurd in his Judgment of 
Plays, as of Philofophy—and fhew him to be as 
mere a Worm as ever was trodon. 

To conclude—As little deferving asI think this 
Play was, of the Reception ic met with, not from 
the Town, for it was by much the fialler Part of 
the Audience who exprefs’d Diflikey or rather fhew’d 
a determin’d Refolution to diflike, as wou’d have 
evidently appeared, had Clapping and Hiffing been 


only employ’d: I could not help being pleafed, 


that the Gentleman thatwrote it, chofe rather to dif- 
appoint their Malice, by not fuffering it to be given 
out, than to defire, or be willing, his Friends fhould 
come to be regularly Epired on his Account. 
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ERRATA“in the laft Prompter. 

Col. 1. Parag. 5. Inftead of They /hou’d go off, read 
They bow d not go off. 

Col. 3 Parag. 1. After preparing the Maids, read 
ana. 

Col. 7 Laft Parag. Our Rofe’s kind Service—Dele 
Rofe’s. 

Ditto, Inftead of came, read come on. 
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